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⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫ 
President’s Message: 

Although David Chugg, GVRDC President, is busy on the road, he assures us that attendance has been very 
good for all 2022 activities!  New jump additions and the beginning of the rebuilt water crossing  add some 
new excitement for cross country, both ridden and driven. 
 
 

⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫ 
 
 

Check the GVRDC website for the latest information on COVID19 
protocols at our events, and for information. 
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GVRDC LOSSES 

Tom Booth 1961-2022 

We are sad to share the news that Lifetime Honorary Member Tom Booth passed away on June 6, 2022.  

With his wife “JR”, Tom hosted very popular Trail Trials at their farm in Wheatland, NY. Their creative and imaginative 

courses attracted both seasoned and new competitors to the trail trial experience, receiving rave reviews.  

Each year more event horses were stumped by pool noodles, tractor tire mounds and car washes than any cross- country 

obstacle they’d ever seen.  

Tom was a friendly and familiar face at the start box for GVRDC horse trials, always ready with a smile and a joke to calm 

nervous riders.  

Tom is survived by his wife “JR” and siblings James, Pricilla and Nancy.  

Godspeed Tom and thank you for your kindness, generosity and loving spirit. 
On June 6, 2022 at age 61. He was survived by his loving and devoted wife of 34 years Joanrae “JR” Booth, 3 siblings; James 

(Kathy) Booth, Priscilla (Hal) Lynn, and Nancy Rapone, several nieces and nephews, grand niece and nephews. 

Tom was born February 15, 1961 and lived briefly in Colorado after graduating, then moved back to the family farm (Booth 

Farm) and lived the reminder his life there with his wife. 

His job focus has always been property and farm management which led him to work for amazing loving people.. For the last 

8 years he was a Farm Manager for Joe and Elaine Bucci. He managed the horse racing operation and all things to do with the 

horses and the farm. He loved his job, all the people that came in contact with through out the country and he especially loved 

the Bucci Family. 

Tom will be remembered as a great person. He always put others ahead of himself, he was a kind, funny, loyal, loving to all, 

and made a friend of anyone he met. He was a devoted husband, to the love of his life, his wife. They were true partners, 

friends, and soulmates. 

He loved farming, the outdoors, hunting, the horses, racing, his dog, cats, and chickens. He had a special way of connecting 

with them. 

He was active with the (GVRDC) Genesee Valley Riding and Driving Club, and could always be found in the starting box for 

horses and riders. 

                                             Mitchell Pierson 1934-2022 

The local equestrian community lost Mitch Pierson, who passed away on Sunday April 17.  He was an avid foxhunter 

and a huge supporter of both the Hopper Hills and Genesee Valley Hunt.  Mitch and Wezo were great supporters of 

Stuart Horse Trials and also the GVH Trials and Race Meet.  Their merry presence and support at all of the equine events 

was always welcome. Mitch will be very much missed. 
Mitchell Pierson Jr. died on Easter Sunday at the age of 88. Mitch was a Rochesterian through and through and dedicated much 

of his life to supporting local charities. He served on several boards including The Landmark Society, The Red Cross, Greater 

Rochester Association of Realtors, and the Seneca Park Zoo. He worked on campaigns for The United Way and supported 

Challenger Baseball. He was on the vestry at Christ Church of Pittsford where he was the Warden from 2004-2007. He was also 

on the Board of Directors at the Country Club of Rochester and the Genesee Valley Club where he acted as President from 1991-

1993.  

Mitch attended St. George’s School in Newport, RI. He loved the school and dedicated countless hours to fund raising and 

writing up class notes. In 2006 the school honored him with the Howard B, Dean Service Award.  

After St. George’s, Mitch attended the University of Pennsylvania. He interrupted his studies to serve in the US Army but 

returned to Penn and graduated in 1958.  

An avid sportsman, he played golf and squash. He was at home in the water whether scuba diving, sea-kayaking, or swimming 

competitively both at St. George’s and later in Masters meets. He rode as a child and then returned to it when he was about 60. 

He foxhunted and earned his colors with both Hopper Hills Hunt and the Genesee Valley Hunt. Of all his sports, though, crew 

was his favorite. If he met a young person who was tall, he immediately encouraged them to row.  

Mitch established Mitchell Pierson, Jr. Realtors, Inc. in 1973 in a small office the Phoenix Building at the Four Corners of Pittsford. 

That office remains one of the only locally owned real estate businesses in the Rochester area. 

 Mitch was predeceased by his mother and father, Mitchell and Esther Estelle (Red) Fairchild Pierson, his brother-in-law, 

William A. Carrozo, his sister-in law, Jackie Hunsicker, his grandson Samuel James Pierson, and countless friends. He is 

survived by his wife of 53 years, Louisa (Wezo); his oldest son Mitchell Pierson, III (Trip) and his wife, Ani Tilden Pierson, and 

their two children Mitchell Pierson, IV (Hap), 22, and Tatem Tilden Pierson (Tate), 20; his younger son John Strawbridge Pierson 

(Jake), his wife Kerry Kelly Pierson and their two sons John Strawbridge Pierson, Jr., 15, and Charles Bayer Pierson, 8. He is also 

survived by his two sisters, DeeDee Higgins, her husband Ken Higgins, and Gay Carrozo; his brotherin-law, Freedley 

Hunsicker, as well as many beloved nieces, nephews, and cousins. 
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⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫ 

August Horse Trials Entries Open! 

 

⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫ 

Driving Show Entries Open!  

On the horizon is our 40th Driving Show September 3 & 4, 2022. Combined Test (dressage & cones), and CDE (dressage, 

cones, marathon) Saturday September 3, 2022 - Sunday September 4, 2022. Information at gvrdc.org. or contact Danny at 

dharter412@gmail.com 

We are looking for help in several different areas!  

❖ Assistant Driving Show manager for September 2, 3, and 

4, 2022. If interested email Danny at 

dharter412@gmail.com 

❖ Volunteers for the GVRDC 40th DrivingShow.  

❖ Saturday September 3, 2022, we need cone pushers, 

wheel measurers, scribes for dressage and cones.  

❖ Sunday, we need marathon obstacle judges, scribes for 

starting and finishing.  

❖ There are other volunteer jobs available both days. If 

interested email Danny at dharter412@gmail 

        

        Enter at:  https://gvrdc.org/machform/view.php?id=18809  

 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fgvrdc.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1rnbRBl_eK54tE8JABLBemgLSrHWmkI9E_5cc1mQvLxEx7CE-ZgrS3lbw&h=AT1QIpMqQPyQ-BKka1qpd_SxKWMLiz-83JpeM9zgmuhxJd28kfcxUtizwagNhcUTE5bv27jdQLVF6nGs2UL9rAeKJ_TseSL7r_6GyUX7at3fdFJ6rqjNiM4Xsez5Y7sy1Q&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0ky0zfRtkXRYdiFicgotqzCiaYt1Z3FQQAtHwXgv1KTNmNTjT9VdPMNuvZiJ0QO66MwrUABoSyUIUk0CoZR6iThWeG5nSqv9P0ac_7OL0zfQ9DyH9cZPbG79Nr6jusyYMCm1JWnHvZRUPG-GFrTtpo26wTCX-ldRMWrkVtltNEcjBEfHb9qd2evKyrPc8HTCgoXKze7A4
https://gvrdc.org/machform/view.php?id=18809
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⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫ 

Devyn Merritt Anderson Memorial Jump 

Devyn Merritt Anderson was a huge part of our community and we are celebrating her memory with a cross-country 

jump in her honor on the GVRDC Grounds. Anyone who events in this area knew Devyn. She was always at events, 

clinics, and derbies with a smile on her face and a cheer for everyone. We want to give her a place to watch cross country 

in the valley and a jump that can inspire smiles in her memory as we ride. 

We will also schedule a painting party to paint the jump in Devyn's green and white cross county colors. 

Any additional funds will be donated to the Ocular melanoma foundation in Devyn’s name. 

With much thanks to John Williams, Jamie Gornall and Noll Smith for their design and superb craftsmanship, and Carol 

for coordinating! 

Thanks to everyone’s donations, our goal was achieved in less than 5 hours, so we may 

make it a combination while still having a large amount to donate to the ocular melanoma 

foundation. To our community, you are amazing!! To Devyn, we miss you and we honor you.  

    

⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫ 

New Mounting Block at Hideaway Farms  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Fiddlesticks Field (Meredith Lewis) for the donation of 

the fabulous mounting block at the show grounds next to stabling at 

Hideaway Farms! 

This addition will benefit all our riders and their equine companions! 
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⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫ 

Driven Dressage Clinic June 18 

 
Great learning opportunities were enjoyed by several drivers in a clinic 

with Keith Angstadt of Bradford, MA. Keith has over 40 years of 

experience training riders, drivers and horses. He is a USEF rated dressage 

judge and an ADS license judge in dressage and combined driving.  

Keith offered instruction targeted to each turnout’s current level of 

performance and training goals. Many thanks to Danny Harter for 

organizing this clinic! 

 

    

Successful Kim Severson Clinic at Mothersfield June 28 
International Eventing rider Kim Severson brings 

impressive credentials to her clinics! Double Olympic 

medal winner, USEA lady Rider of the Year and three time 

winner of Rolex Kentucky, Kim returned to GVRDC for a 

third time to teach on June 28 & 29. 

With great weather this year, 18 horses and riders enjoyed 

eagle-eyed and exacting instruction, ranging from Starter 

to Modified levels. Day one was at Carol Kozlowski’s 

lovely Mothersfield. Flatwork and specific warmups preceded Show Jumping exercises and course work. Riders gathered 

at the GVRDC cross-country courses for the second day and each group put their “balanced, forward and straight” lessons 

to practice over all the fun things GVRDC has on their June courses. 

 

We’re so appreciative of the time Kim devoted to the riders and her ability to focus on the specific strengths and 

weaknesses of each pair. We look forward to seeing her again in 2023! 

 

⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫ 

Volunteer Hours Need to be Logged! 

Thank you to all of our hard working volunteers! Just as a reminder, this year we are asking you to log your hours. Please  

submit your hours worked on our website. These need to be completed and submitted to be qualified for year end 

awards!   https://gvrdc.org/submit-volunteer-hours.html 

⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫ 

https://gvrdc.org/submit-volunteer-hours.html
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⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫ 
Firecracker Derby June 26 

                                  

 

 

 

⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫ 
 

Intro Horse:  

1) Anna Schumacher/ Baby at the Park  

2) Paige Hungerford/ Rainer  

3) Meredith Lewis/ My Man Al  

4) Christine Brown/ Queen of Hearts  

5) Olivia Menner/ Phineas  

6) Noelle Woodruff/ Mattie    

 

Intro Rider 1:  

1) Alayna Garlopow/ Penny  

2) Angela Hasz/ Hippolota  

3) Melanie Dudka/ Ivy  

4) Kate Schumacher/ Camelsoul  

5 tie) Clare Shelby/ Red Stripe Ronan 5 

tie) Alexis Blatz/ Fiona   

 

Intro Rider 2:  

1) Madelyn Levy/ I Have a Secret  

2) Anastasia Beaver/ Zippin’ & Jazzin’  

3) Haleigh Pollack/ Echo  

4) Lucy Anstey-Pape/ Nevermore  

5) Olivia Gmereck/ Double D    

 

Intro Open 1:   

1) Margaret Base/ Fearless Buzz  

2) Alayna Garlopow/ Penny  

3tie) Jill Paris/ Annie Oakley  

3tie) Leyla Dura/ Desirae’s Desire to Dream  

3tie) Angela Hasz/ Hippolota  

6) Noelle Woodruff/ Mattie   

 

Intro Open 2:  

1) Allison Howard/ Here’s Wattever  

2) Melanie Dudka/ Ivy  

3) Lyla Drum/ Princess Gina  

4) Clare Shelby/ Red Stripe Rogan   

5) Meredith Lewis/ My Man Al  

6) Diane Carroll- Yacoby/ Gabrielle   

 

Intro Open 3:  

1) Ryan Lefkowitz/ Mastermind ES  

2 tie)Lauren Ostergren/ Matchbox  2 tie) 

Alexis Blatz/ Fiona   

2 tie) Olivia Gmereck/ Double D Danke   

5) Jasmine Brucato/ Marmalade  

6) Lucy Ansley-Pape- Nevermore 

 

Beginner Novice A Horse:  

1) Megan Bond/ Honey Locust Finch  

2)Lyla Drum/ Princess Gina  

3) Becky Posner/ Wheeler  

4) Kellie Rowekamp/ Aces High  

5) Allison Howard/ Here’s Wattever  

6) Ryan Lefkowitz/ Mastermind ES   

 

Beginner Novice A Rider:  

1) Clara Bond/ Beaverwoods Dandelion  

2) Abigail Mullin/ Ben Jammin  

3) Karen Kelley/ King Red  

4) Leyla Dura/ Desirae’s Desire to Dream  

5) Lauren Ostergren/ Matchbox   

 

Beginner Novice A Open:  

1) Karen Berger/ Oliver  

2) Helene Chevalier/ Born a Hero  

3) Kate Schumacher/ Camelsoul  

4) Megan Bond/ Honey Locust Finch  

5) Karlee Jo Pankratz/ Fearless Freckles  

6) Becky Posner/ Wheeler   

 

Beginner Novice B Horse:  

1) Karlee Jo Pankratz/ Fearless Freckles  

2) Laura Schumacher/ Sue Blue By You  

3) Carol Kozlowski/ Elvis  

4) Helene Chevalier/ Born a Hero  

5) Emilija Zygelyte/ Sydney   

 

Beginner Novice B Rider:  

1) Sue Chang/ Brogan  

2) Emilija Zygelyte/ Carriage House Dirk   

 

Beginner Novice B Open:  

1) Alyssa Ardillo/ Tater Tot  

2) Laura Schumacher/ Sue Blue By You  

3 tie) Lois Hacker/ Adagio  3 tie) Diane 

Lehman/ Forget the Watch  3 tie) Carol 

Kozlowski/ Kieran  

6)Emilija Zygelyte/ Carriage House Dirk   

Novice Horse:  

1) Carol Kozlowski/ Kieran  

2) Angela Hasz/ Bad Addi  

3) Erica Hutten/ Felony  

4) Alyssa Ardillo/ Tater Tot  

Novice Rider:  

1) Diane Lehman/ Forget the Watch  

Novice Open:  

1) Erica Hutten/ Felony  

2) Nicole Houghteling/ Tesoro 
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GVRDC AREA CALENDAR 2022 
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GVRDC Officers and Directors  
David Chugg, President ‘23  

davidchugg@yahoo.com  
Danny Harter, Vice President ‘22 

dannyannefarm@yahoo.com  
Courtney Labarbera, Treasurer ‘23 

Courtney_450@hotmail.com 
 Ann Lowe, Recording Secretary ‘22  

AnnLowe2019@gmail.com  
Jean Kiefer Wood, Corresponding Secretary ‘22  

Jean.Kiefer.Wood@me.com  
Ajia Clancey ‘22  

contact@ajiacherry.com  
Troy Wing ‘22  

twevntr@gmail.com  
Kerry Estes ‘23 

 kjmstar21@yahoo.com 
 Amy Lear Rodriguez ‘23  
amylear@writeme.com  

Karen Burger ‘24  
Karen.burger126@gmail.com  

Katie Coyne ‘24  
millwheel11@gmail.com  

 

Honorary Directors:  
JR Booth 

Lynn Blades 

David Chugg 

Jerry & Carol Coyne 

Elmar & Catherine Frangenberg 

Beth Harris 

Jean Keifer Wood 

Carol Kozlowski 

Richard LaValle 

Dry Malavase 

Hank Minor 

Ann Parks 

Carrie Wehle 

Louisa Pierson 

Jack & Linda Walnes 

Jim & Farley Wagner 
 

 

*deceased 

Publication Dates 

 

Winter Edition: Annual Awards Issue 

Annual Calendar of Events 

Deadline Feb. 15   Distribution March 1 

 

Spring Edition: Competitions Issue 

Entry Info for Events and Shows 

Deadline April 15     Distribution May 1 

 

Summer Edition: Membership Issue 

More Entries, Show Results, Member List 

Deadline July 15      Distribution Aug. 1 

 

Autumn Edition: Show Results Issue 

Competition Results & Year-End Updates 

Deadline Oct. 15      Distribution Nov. 1 

 

Send Submissions to: 

GVRDC Newsletter 

c/o Lisa Nadeau-Legge 

3532 Layton Street Road 

Lyons, NY 14489 

585-230-3176  lisanadeaulegge@gmail.com  

 
 

National Organizations 

United States Equestrian Federation 

4047 Iron Works Parkway ● Lexington, KY  40511 

(859) 258-2472 ● (859) 231-6662 (fax) 

www.usef.org 

United States Eventing Association 

525 Old Waterford Rd, NW ● Leesburg, VA  20176 

(703) 779-0440 ● (703) 779-0550 (fax) 

www.useventing.com 

United Stated Dressage Federation 

4051 Iron Works Parkway ● Lexington, KY  40511 

(859) 971-2277 ● (859) 971-7722 (fax) 

www.usdf.org 

The American Driving Society 

1837 Ludden Drive; Suite B-120 ● Cross Plains, WI  53528 

(608) 237-7382 ● (608) 237-6468 (fax) 

www.americandrivingsociety.org 

 

 

 

 

 

The Board meets on the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  Members are always welcome.   

Dinner at 6:30 PM           Meeting at 7:00 PM        Locations TBA 

mailto:davidchugg@yahoo.com
mailto:dannyannefarm@yahoo.com
mailto:Courtney_450@hotmail.com
mailto:AnnLowe2019@gmail.com
mailto:Jean.Kiefer.Wood@me.com
mailto:contact@ajiacherry.com
mailto:twevntr@gmail.com
mailto:kjmstar21@yahoo.com
mailto:amylear@writeme.com
mailto:Karen.burger126@gmail.com
mailto:millwheel11@gmail.com
mailto:lisanadeaulegge@gmail.com
http://www.usef.org/
http://www.useventing.com/
http://www.usdf.org/
http://www.americandrivingsociety.org/
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Please contact our 

event organizers if 

you are able to help 

out.  Many hands 

make light work, and 

year-end awards 

require 8 volunteer 

hours during the 

season. 

 

 

Genesee Valley Riding and Driving Club (GVRDC)  

Mission Statement 

 

The Mission of the GVRDC is exclusively to educate riders 

and drivers residing in and visiting the Genesee Valley of 

New York State and to promote the awareness and 

appreciation of riding and driving through educating the 

community.  The goal in accomplishing this Mission is to 

educate our members and the public about safety around 

horses, the welfare of horses, the value of sportsmanship, 

and the beauty of riding and driving horses. 

 

http://www.gvrdc.org/

